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DETAILED ACTION 
Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 2-10, 13-14, 17-18, 21-22, and 25-26 are allowed. 

The following Is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: the prior art of record fail to anticipate or render obvious the following technical 
features as recited in the highlighted claims: 

a. . .wherein the step of associating the intensity value of the associated 
second pixel and the intensity value of the associated third pixel with the intensity 
value of the selected first pixel further includes: determining whether the 
intensity value of the associated second pixel is within a first range of the 
intensity value of the selected first pixel; and determining whether the intensity 
value of the associated third pixel is within a second range of the intensity value 
of the associated second pixel" as recited in claims 2,8,9, and 10. 

b. . .wherein the step of identifying the white regions in the image further 
comprises: associating first and second non-reference channel pixels with each 
group of associated pixels; and for each group of associated pixels, determining 
whether an intensity of photoexposure of the first non-reference channel are 
within a predetermined range about the intensity of photoexposure of the 



Application/Control Number: 09/552,21 7 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2612 

reference channel pixel reference channel pixel with an intensity of 
photoexposure of the at least one non-reference channel pixel; and determining 
whether the difference between the intensities of photoexposure of the first and 
second non-reference channel pixels is less than a predetermined difference" as 
recited in claim 13. 

c. ". . .logic for associating first and second non-reference channel pixels with 
each group of associated pixels; and for each group of associated pixels, logic 
for determining whether an intensity of photoexposure of the first non-reference 
channel pixel and an intensity of photoexposure of a second non-reference 
channel are within a predetermined range about the intensity of photoexposure of 
the reference channel pixel reference channel pixel with an intensity of 
photoexposure of the at least one non-reference channel pixel; and logic for 
determining whether the difference between the intensities of photoexposure of 
the first and second non-reference channel pixels is less than a predetermined 
difference" as recited in claim 17. 

d. "...associating first and second non-reference channel pixels with each 
group of associated pixels; and for each group of associated pixels, determining 
whether an intensity of photoexposure of the first non-reference channel pixel 
and an intensity of a second non-reference channel are within a predetermined 
range about the intensity of photoexposure of the reference channel pixel 
reference channel pixel with an intensity of photoexposure of the at least one 
non-reference channel pixel; and determining whether the difference between the 
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intensities of photoexposure of the first and second non-reference channel pixels 
is less than a predetermined difference" as recited in claim 21. 
e. . .logic for associating first and second non-reference channel pixels with 
each group of associated pixels; and for each group of associated pixels, logic for 
determining whether an intensity of photoexposure of the first non-reference channel 
pixel and an intensity of photoexposure of a second non-reference channel are within a 
predetermined range about the intensity of photoexposure of the reference channel 
pixel reference channel pixel with an intensity of photoexposure of the at least one non- 
reference channel pixel; and logic for determining whether the difference between the 
intensities of photoexposure of the first and second non-reference channel pixels is less 
than a predetermined difference" as recited in claim 25. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier connmunications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kelly L. Jerabek whose telephone number is 703-305- 
8659, The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday (8:00 AM - 5:00 PM) 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wendy Garber can be reached on 703-305-4929. The fax phone number 
for submitting all Official communications is 703-872-9306. The fax phone number for 
submitting informal communications such as drafts, proposed amendments, etc., may 
be faxed directly to the Examiner at 703-746-3059. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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